
Our First E-Changeover 

Forced by the virus to hold our changeover via a Zoom 
meeting the long weeks of practice on Zoom paid off. We 
had around 40 participants and our MC, PP Dom, managed 
the event with few if any hitches. 
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The Acknowledgement of Country 
was performed by PP Halyna. 

 

Followed by a Welcome from 
President Graeme. 

 

After a short video featuring the 
GG and his wife we moved to the 
Loyal Toast performed by PP 
Blair. 

 

And the toast to Rotary 
International from PDG Danny. 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With the Response for Rotary 
International from DGE [soon to be 
DG] Dave Clark. 

This was followed by President Graeme presenting the various reports for 
2019-20. These are repeated in full in the program, attached. 

After 2 Paul Harris Fellowship presentations - see below - we came to the 
most important moment of the evening when PP Graeme handed over his 
badge of office and inducted Richard as the next President of our club. After 
this the induction was completed by President Richard handing a Past 
President’s badge to PP Graeme. 

By then all that remained was for President 
Richard to introduce the Board for next year; 
the board positions are summarised on the 
final page.  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Paul Harris Fellow Citation – Genevieve Langron 
Genevieve Langron is currently a Deputy Director of the RYPEN Summer 
program, having been in that role for the last 3 years and a leader at the 
program for 2 years prior. 

Gen has a long history of Rotary involvement, particularly in a variety of Youth 
programs. She attended RYLA in 2011 and loved it so much she returned for 
the next 4 years as a facilitator. In 2019 her RYLA involvement led to her 
being part of a team which created RYLA Oceania – a 12 month Rotary 
program for 25-35 year olds that brings together RYLArians from across the 

Oceania region. 

Gen was also a founding member of the Lower 
North Shore Rotaract Club and she held various 
board positions including President. Recently  
Gen has become a foundation member of a new 
Rotary E-Club, Social Impact Network, a club 
with members from all states and 6 overseas 
countries, and consisting of predominantly ex 
Rotaractors and RYLARIANS 

G e n i s a 
Phys io therap is t 

and Project Officer in the Public Health 
system. She recently completed a Master of 
Public Health degree. 

Her personal interests apart for RYPEN and 
RYLA include tap dancing, bush walking, 
board games and reading. 

Gen’s impact on the success of RYPEN has been outstanding and in 
recognition of this the Rotary Club of Mosman is pleased to recognise her as 
a Paul Harris Fellow. 

Paul Harris Fellow Citation - PP Halyna Koscharsky 
Assoc. Professor Halyna Koscharsky was born in Forst, Germany towards the 
end of the Second World War. Following the war, Halyna, her Ukrainian 
parents and elder sister received refugee status and migrated to Australia. 
After a period in a Victorian Migrant Camp the family settled in the Melbourne 
suburb of Newport, where Halyna attended Monash University graduating with 
a BA (English and Philosophy) and Diploma of Education (English and 
History). 

Throughout her life Halyna has kept a close association with her Ukrainian 
heritage and it was through the Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organisation that 
she met her Husband George. Following their marriage, the couple settled in 
Sydney where Halyna continued her career with the Commonwealth 
Department of Education. Whilst raising their three children Halyna had a 
busy career as a lecturer at Sydney Technical College, as a Ukrainian 
program presenter on SBS radio and a teacher of the Ukrainian HSC 
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syllabus. In 1984 she joined Macquarie University as a Tutor in the 
Department of Modern Languages and furthered her career as Lecturer and 
Head of Ukrainian Studies (1987-2009), Department Head of Slavonic Studies 
(1991-1999), Member of the University Senate (1991-93) and Senior Lecturer 
of Modern Languages (1993-2009). During this time, she completed a MA in 
Linguistics and a PhD in Literature, contributing numerous published papers, 
publishing two books and editing five others. Halyna continues her association 
with Macquarie University as an Honorary Senior Lecturer in the Department 
of International Studies. Halyna is a fellow of the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society and has served as President of the Ukrainian Studies Association of 
Australia and Chair of the National Accreditation for Translators & Interpreters, 
Ukrainian Language Panel. 

Halyna joined the Rotary Club of Mosman on 27 April 2010. Joining the Board 
in 2011 Halyna has served six terms as Youth Director and as President in 
2018-19. As Youth Service Director, Halyna administered youth projects 
including MUNA, RYLA, and Mosman Youth Art Awards, Mosman Youth 
Literature Awards, the Rotary Youth Exchange Program and RYPEN. 

Halyna’s enthusiasm for the Rotary Youth Program of Enhancement (RYPEN) 
saw her take on the role of ‘Camp Mum’ in 2018 and continue in the role for 
three years. Each year approximately ninety RYPEN attendees benefit greatly 
from the opportunity to develop "life skills" and motivation to help them cope 
with the challenges of a very competitive future. The camp is held over a 
weekend at the Sydney Academy of Sport at Narrabeen and is one of The 
Rotary Club of Mosman’s most successful Youth programs hosting students 
from throughout District 9685. Halyna’s experience in scouting and camping 
put her in good stead for RYPEN Weekends! 

Highlights from her year as President include the successful nomination of 
Professor Geoffrey Hull for a District 9685 Vocational Excellence Award and 
the Club receiving the District Golden Quill Award for Public Relations and 
Image. On two occasions the Club hosted the Hon. Michael Kirby AO CMG as 
guest speaker attracting record attendance by both members and the general 
public. The Christmas raffle raised $7,000 for the Delvena Refuge, which was 
supplemented by various grants, helping 
to build a play area for the children and 
provide essential services for their 
mothers. Further grants were obtained 
to aid Indigenous Australian Engineering 
Summer School and the refurbishment 
of the Wishing Well at Balmoral. 

Halyna Koscharsky is recognised in the 
Club as a highly intelligent and beautiful 
person and in recognition of her 
outstanding service to both Rotary and 
the Ukrainian Community in Australia 
the Rotary Club of Mosman is pleased 
to recognise her as a Paul Harris Fellow. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Tuesday 30th June: TBA 

Thursday 2nd July: Breakfast club 

Tuesday 7th July:  Noel Phelan - The Sinking of the Costa Concordia 

Tuesday 14th July: Official visit by DG David Clark
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The	Rotary	Club	of	Mosman	wishes	to	thank	Kennard’s	Storage	Artarmon	
for	their	generous	on-going	support	in	providing	storage	for	our	Club	

Front desk roster						
July 2020 N/A 

Board members 
President: Richard Vahtrick,  

President Elect: Mark Wallis, Treasurer: Derek Andrew,  
Club Service: Mark Wallis, Secretary: Graeme Robinson+Dom Rabu,  

International Service: Richard Vahtrick, Youth: Sarah Harding, 
Community Service: Suri Jain, Vocational: Halyna Koscharsky, 

Membership: Di McKenzie, Fund Raising: Mark Alderson, 
Immediate Past President: Graeme Robinson 

Sergeant at Arms: Barry Starr 
Public Relations: Clare Stockdale 
Speaker Coordinator: Liz Alderson 

Contact:	
PO Box 88, Mosman NSW 2088 

secretary@mosmanrotary.org.au 
M:	0447	791218	
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