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Tuesday 10th November - Briefing about 
Books In Homes and Update on Harding 
Miller 
President Richard should be back in Sydney for this meeting 
and will welcome Peter Large from Books in Home and 
Melinda Zanello from Harding Miller. 

This will be an excellent opportunity to settle into a physical 
meeting at Mosman Rowers and get an update on two of 
the club’s projects. 



Happy Holidays Project - Reminder 
We have been approached by Domestic 
Violence NSW to support their annual gift 
donation drive for member services working 
directly with families escaping domestic 
violence. 

It’s best to avoid second hand or perishable 
items. The suggestions are: 

• Gift cards are super useful and are a 
safe option including being easy to send 
out 

• Packaged toys, books and clothing for children/teenagers 
• Gender neutral gifts for children and teenagers 
• Gifts for women 

And a message from PP Di 
As you would be aware, our club is participating in the HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
PROJECT 2020 in support of Domestic Violence NSW.  Refer article in OOZOO 
last week. 
Giftcards are an excellent option. Members can give me their contributions at 
our face to face meetings from Tuesday 10 November, or drop off to me at 3/1 
Iredale Avenue Cremorne Point.  The last meeting for this will be Tuesday 1 
December.  I shall deliver the gifts to Kennards Waterloo that afternoon before 
the close-off date of 4 December. 
Your participation in this project would be greatly appreciated - it’s so very 
easy to spread some happiness in doing so. 

Leopoldo is still here and enjoying himself! 
Leopoldo is one of only 3 exchange students left in the district. Together with a 
student who wants to go on exchange 2022, Barry took the 3 students up to the blue 
mountains where they made tie-dyed T shirts, did the giant staircase walk and visited 
Scenic World 
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A message from James re the Foundation 

THOUGHTS FROM PRESIDENT RICHARD 
For most of us, 2020 will be a year to remember (not necessarily for good reasons) 
and if we turned the clocks back to January it would have been impossible to predict 
the disorder we have seen in communities across the world. As we know disorder 
also brings with it a momentum for change and it is interesting to reflect on some of 
our responses to the challenges we faced.  

As soon as the extent of the spread of COVI-19 became obvious, Graeme and Di led 
the establishment of a buddy system to ensure that all our members were OK. We 
quickly stopped our face-to-face meetings and moved to on-line Zoom meetings 
which presented technology challenges as we became comfortable using the system 
on our own devices and subsequently of course we became Zoom experts and 
advocates. There were recommendations from members on how we could improve 
the running of the on-line meetings and where possible these were implemented. We 
trialled a Club picnic (the second event was cancelled due to weather) and now with 
relaxation of restrictions we are getting back to face-to-face meetings, albeit in a 
COVID safe environment and at a different but visually stunning location. 

From a Service perspective, many of our programs which relied on face-to-face 
service support were stopped. However we have embarked on two significant new 
projects. In partnership with Mosman Council, Halyna is leading the "Remembering 
When" project Celebrating Lives Lived to the Full in Mosman - to fight ageism and 
help older adults in Mosman (and their carers) to feel less invisible and more valued 
by society through recognition and celebration of their stories.  Also, in partnership 
with local Rotary Clubs, Charlie and Blair are leading bushfire remediation projects in 
the MacLeay Valley and Mid-West areas and through a grant from Rotary Australia 
and support from a number of Rotary Clubs, Mosman has commitments for $28,000 
to go into a RAWCS account to support families in rebuilding gardens and home 
paddocks, and also to support local community gardens.  

Many of our traditional fund-raising sources dried up due to COVID. However our 
Christmas raffle will be held again,and as you know, based on a suggestion from 
Mark Alderson, we have done the groundwork and will now be making a significant 
investment in the jigsaw fund-raising project. 

The Centurion Program was initiated many years ago by the districts in 
Australia and New Zealand.  It’s an easy way for all Rotarians to support 
their charity: The Rotary Foundation. The program asks members to 
make a yearly contribution of A$100 or more to the Foundation’s Annual 
Fund.  That’s about $2 per week. This year, the A/NZ districts are 
launching Centurion Week, during the second week of Foundation 
Month, from 9th to 15th November.  With Rotary about to celebrate 100 
years in Australia and New Zealand, how about becoming a Centenary 
Centurion!     Why? ......

The Foundation helps you as a Rotarian to deliver much 
greater impact, 

whether in your own community or around the world.
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So despite the "once in a generation impact" to the world due to the pandemic, 
thanks to the efforts of the Club members we have made and will continue to make 
changes to ensure the vibrancy of the Club. 

The Rotary organisation has also not stood still in the wake of the pandemic. 
Conventions, conferences and Global/Zone/District/Club interactions have now 
largely moved on-line. In addition there is a group looking at the overall structure 
within Rotary and here is a summary of some of the first thoughts from the working 
group: 

Dear Richard, 
 
Thank you for your continued interest and contribution to this exciting 
initiative. 
We thought that we would provide you with an update that may start to 
appear in Governor Newsletters across our region. 
For your information, the Rotary International Board meets in November 
2020 and will consider a proposal by the RI created Shaping Rotary’s Future 
Committee [SRFC] to move toward Regionalisation. Governance would 
move from the current 527 Districts across the world to 20-40 Regions. The 
intent is to allow more Regional autonomy and provide more support for 
Clubs, Rotarians and Rotaractors. 
To recap, quite separately in Jan 2019, the RI Board approved a petition 
from the District Governors of Zone 8 (Australia, New Zealand and the 
Pacific Islands) to propose a Regional structure and approach to halt 
membership decline, provide a stronger Rotary voice and better partnerships 
with government, business and communities.  
We recently provided an update to the RI Board on our progress which 
reinforces that we are well-placed to modernise Rotary in our Region if the 
RI Board votes to proceed toward Regionalisation.  
Formal approval to establish Regional Pilots will be required at the next 
Council on Legislation in April 2022. The earliest implementation in our 
Region would be for the 2023-24 Rotary year. 
We will provide you with another update as soon as we receive news on the 
RI Board deliberations, and look forward to your continued support, and 
feedback, as the plan to make Rotary more effective in our Region is 
developed. 
 
Yours in Rotary, 
The Regional Project Core Team 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

10th November - Briefing about Books In Homes and Update 
on Harding Miller 

17th November - Adam Vernon/Mark Wallis (TBC) Local Real 
Estate Market During Covid-19 

24th November - AGM [via Zoom at 6.00pm] 

1st December - Kate Branch on The Albert Hotel Restoration 

8th December - Leopoldo on his year in Australia 
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The	Rotary	Club	of	Mosman	wishes	to	thank	Kennard’s	Storage	Artarmon	
for	their	generous	on-going	support	in	providing	storage	for	our	Club	

Front desk roster						
November 2020 - TBA 

Board members 
President: Richard Vahtrick,  

President Elect: Mark Wallis, Treasurer: Derek Andrew,  
Club Service: Mark Wallis, Secretary: Graeme Robinson+Dom Rabu,  

International Service: Richard Vahtrick, Youth: Sarah Harding, 
Community Service: Suri Jain, Vocational: Halyna Koscharsky, 

Membership: Di McKenzie, Fund Raising: Mark Alderson, 
Immediate Past President: Graeme Robinson 

Sergeant at Arms: Barry Starr 
Public Relations: Clare Stockdale 

Speaker Coordinator: Ruth Thompson 
Contact:	

PO Box 88, Mosman NSW 2088 
secretary@mosmanrotary.org.au 

M:	0447	791218	

http://www.mosmanrotary.org.au
mailto:secretary@mosmanrotary.org.au

