
NORMAL	MEETINGS	SUSPENDED	DUE	TO	COVID-19	
VIRUS	-	REPLACED	BY	E-MEETINGS	AT	6PM	VIA	ZOOM									

Rotary Club of  
Mosman Bulletin  
Vol. 60, No. 08 
August 25 2020

Tuesday 25th August: Mitch Wallis - Heart 
on my Sleeve 
Heart On My Sleeve is a global social movement & 
services provider empowering people to share stories of 
struggle and resilience, so that we all feel understood. The 
aim is to inspire people & organisations to take help seeking 
action by humanising our personal yet universal journeys 
with mental health.  
Mitch Willis is the founder of the organisation and the son of 
PE Mark Willis 

Plus a visit over the internet from past exchange 
student Pedro [Leopoldo’s cousin] 

Indomitable Dom 
Pleased to advise our members that after undergoing 
keyhole surgery at St. Vincent’s last Monday 17 August, PP 
Dom has returned home on Friday 21 August. 
Dom is recovering extremely well and no doubt will continue 
to regain strength over the next six weeks or so during his 
recovery stage. 
Thanks to all our fellow Rotarians for their support and 
friendship over the past few weeks. [Di MacKenzie]



A TALE OF MY EARLY DAYS IN ROTARY – MIKE BLAKENEY 

In sixty-nine when Balmain was fine, I purchased my very first home. Meanwhile the 
Balmain Tigers won the Wendfield Cup grand 
final. I’d shifted all my worldly goods from my 
$7.50 per week room in a Roosters dominated 
Paddington Square Terrace [4 boys and 4 girls 
– but that’s a story for the future!]. I started 
designing additions and alterations throughout 
my newly found working class suburb. 
Along the way, via many & varied clients, I had 
met a local real estate agent. Over a few years 
we got to know each other fairly well. 
Ultimately, maybe mid-May 1975, he queried me as to “possibly becoming a 
Rotarian?” 
At that time, in my very early thirties, all that I knew about Rotarians was that they 
“were out of America” and published a monthly world-wide magazine, which I had 
occasional flicked through awaiting the dentist’s annual inspection. It appeared to me 
that Rotary International was more or less full of fairly useless information and issues 
which barely applied to Australia, if at all!! 
So it was that the following Tuesday he, the agent, invited me to a quite formal coat 
and tie luncheon at the Balmain Returned Services Club. Between gongs, various 
reports, a Sergeant at Arms, a bloke who wrote and read his poems about various 
members, and a high quality guest speaker, I met and chatted with some of the 
fellows. I commenced to get a feeling of what Rotary was all about. To get a feeling 
as to what I was about I was required to attend a prospective members committee 
get together. A Q&A session ensued during which I was asked not to mention “I’d 
married a divorcee” [that was then!!] My induction was a special occasion during the 
club’s 1975/76 Changeover at the Amory – a double damask silver service 
establishment in Ashfield. 
The incoming President, a Balmain-Rozelle carpet retailer, wasted no time in 
nominating me as Club Secretary “You’ll learn more and you’ll learn more quickly!” 
Now it turned out I’d just entered the board on the brink of a brilliant membership 
coup – apparently a month or two previous to my joining, somebody had put forward 
a motion: 
“Lets invite the most illustrious & distinguished preeminent Balmain boy to join our 
club”. “Who?” asked the dismayed board with a degree of consternation. “Let me 
explain!” replied the proposer: “For not even 12 months, Her Majesty has had a 
brand new representative down under – Lets ask him” The motion was passed 
unanimously at the vote and so they did ask him!  
Sometime in the following September, at our regular Tuesday lunchtime, a ceremony 
with all the pomp and circumstance that the RSL club could muster, was held in the 
especially decorated cavernous main Auditorium. What a sight. Members [plus 
wives] of many clubs in our District  as well as the District Governor & his board with 
wives AND all of our members with all our wives. Gents in tuxedos, their lady wives 
in frocks & hats. Our soon to be latest member resplendent in morning suit tails and 
top hat with his very regal lady by his side was introduced to our board & our 
spouses. 200 or so attendees listened attentively to his welcome and induction. They 
strongly applauded his gracious acceptance and thanks concluding with a floral 
presentation to his lady by our President’s partner. The truly fanciest affair ever to 
grace the hallowed halls of any RSL! 
The dust settled & as the months moved on we slipped back into our Rotary routine: 
weekly lunchtime meetings, make-ups, board meetings, fund raisers and dine-outs. 
All conducted without members of the opposite genders – save for the dine-outs. So 
it was that as we gathered prior to the 1pm sit-down on Remembrance Day, guests 
were also sitting down at Yarralumla for a luncheon hosted by our latest member. 
However he was late! He excused himself “I’ve been busy dismissing the 
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Government” At approx. 4.45pm the ex PM Gough 
Whitlam uttered the words: 
“Well may we say God Save The Queen; because 
nothing will save the Governor General!”  
Nobody could believe that an ex-Labor Balmain Boy had 
not only thrown out a Labor PM but had also installed a 
Liberal replacement! “Shame & Shame!” howled the 
nation, including the Balmain RSL. “It was all executed 
by your Governor General!” they shrieked; and 
summarily dismissed us from the premises. 
I’m so glad that the whole affair had almost nothing to do with the member inducted 
immediately prior to the G.G. --- Because that was me!! [PP Mike Blakeney] 

Rotary Zone 8 Virtual Conference 19-20 September 
To register please click on https://rotarydownunder.us4.list-manage.com/track/
click?u=c00758f7ac4b39c50a746d388&id=fd230011a0&e=de8c0b50dc 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

25th August - Mitch Wallis - Heart on my Sleeve 

30th August - Public Image Q&A Webinar 

1st September - Julian Wee - IT for Seniors 

3rd September - Breakfast Group 

8th September - Suri - New Member Talk 

19/20th September - Spring into Alice Conference

Visit our website: www.mosmanrotary.org.au

The	Rotary	Club	of	Mosman	wishes	to	thank	Kennard’s	Storage	Artarmon	
for	their	generous	on-going	support	in	providing	storage	for	our	Club	

Front desk roster						
August 2020 N/A 

Board members 
President: Richard Vahtrick,  

President Elect: Mark Wallis, Treasurer: Derek Andrew,  
Club Service: Mark Wallis, Secretary: Graeme Robinson+Dom Rabu,  

International Service: Richard Vahtrick, Youth: Sarah Harding, 
Community Service: Suri Jain, Vocational: Halyna Koscharsky, 

Membership: Di McKenzie, Fund Raising: Mark Alderson, 
Immediate Past President: Graeme Robinson 

Sergeant at Arms: Barry Starr 
Public Relations: Clare Stockdale 

Speaker Coordinator: Ruth Thompson 
Contact:	

PO Box 88, Mosman NSW 2088 
secretary@mosmanrotary.org.au 
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